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TONA Project Transforms
Covenant House New York Center

I

sion gives us an increased opportunity to
give every young person a bed.”
Residential rooms and administrative offices are being regrouped, gutted, rebuilt and significantly improved.
Residential floors and lounges will occupy Building A (right); administrative offices, health
Building A will house all residential
care suites and a renovated cafeteria will be housed in Building C (left).
quarters. Rights of Passage, the longer
create a courtyard at the main entrance with plentiterm transitional living plus education/career guidful greenery and a brightly lit canopy identifying
ance program, will occupy the building’s upper
Covenant House. Extensive landscape improvements
floors and have a new, separate entrance and elewill also be installed.
vator on 40th Street. The Crisis Center, located on
Building B will include a child care center and
the lower floors of Building A, will be accessed
redesigned chapel on the first floor with a full recrethrough the main entrance. Situating resident
ation complex on the upper floors. Building C will
advisors’ rooms centrally will make them more
house administrative offices, health care suites and a
accessible and offer greater visibility to monitor
renovated cafeteria.
each floor. Large windows will invite
Electrical, information technology, and mechaninatural light to penetrate the residents’
cal/HVAC systems will be significantly upgraded or
lounges situated on each floor, and
replaced with state of the art equipment including
well-placed fixtures will also maximize
new boilers, sprinkler systems and water service for
the brightness. The reconfigured space
all buildings. All rooms and offices will have highwill be able to accommodate 200 beds
speed Internet access and be fully handicapped
in Rights of Passage and 300 in the
accessible.
Crisis Center, increasing the residential
Phase II is slated to end next year. The project
capacity by approximately 60%.
follows closely TONA’s renovation of the Keturah W.
To create a shining “beacon” to
Wood Mother Child Crisis Center at 427 West 52nd
welcome youths under a name that is
New façade treatment features floor-to-ceiling glass in centrally located lounges.
Street in 2004. ■
both familiar and comforting, TONA will
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n the summer of 2006, Terrence O’Neal Architect
LLC (TONA) launched a major $25 million, 125,000
sf reconstruction and upgrade for Covenant House
New York on the three buildings at its 460 West 41st
Street site. The renovation was the second step in a
master plan to rebuild the nonprofit’s busiest
Manhattan locations. Phase I of the renovation is
nearing completion.
Says TONA Principal Terrence E. O’Neal, “Every
detail of the redesign was aimed at reinforcing the
purpose: to provide a safe, welcoming haven for
young people in crisis and in transition.”
Bruce J. Henry, executive director of Covenant
House New York says, “Each year more than 4,000
kids come to us seeking shelter and help. This expan-

Terrence E. O’Neal:
The Year as President of AIANYS
he tenure of Terrence O'Neal, AIA, as 2006 president of the
Treceived
American Institute of Architects New York State (AIANYS),
noteworthy reviews:
“Terrence was very focused on acknowledging the role of the architect as
a leader in working with local government officials across the state... This was
a refreshing expansion of the advocacy mission of AIANYS during 2006.
Clearly the signature event of his tenure was the Spring Symposium. Terrence
spearheaded the concept, directed the planning, reached out to [various]
offices... This program was so strong and compelling that it was recognized with a
National Component Excellence Award from AIA National in February of 2007.”
—Peter J. Arsenault, AIA, NCARB, LEED-AP; Managing Principal & Practice
Leader, Stantec Architecture, Inc.; National Vice President-elect, AIA

“Terrence is a role model for all young architects entering this profession. He
has the intelligence, the dedication, the temperament and the vision to provide
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the crucial leadership that the
organization needs. His theme
for the year, ‘One New York
State,’ emphasized the role of
the architect as advocate for
real issues and problems in the
state’s cities. Architects can be
leaders... Terrence truly believes
in the expanded role of the
architect as a problem solver in
our urban communities.”
—Robert Trayham Coles,
FAIA, Robert Trayham Coles
Architect, PC Terrence O’Neal and Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton discussed
suburban sprawl and urban renewal at a leadership exchange
last year.

“Terrence O’Neal, AIA has
made tremendous strides through the 2006 AIANYS Spring Symposium in raising the relevance/stature of architects by connecting us with our elected officials and demonstrating the successful results of these connections.”

—Ronald J. Battaglia, FAIA, Flynn Battaglia Architects, PC, Buffalo, NY,
former Vice President, AIA National
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Reconstruction upgrades and expands space for youths in crisis

